Special techniques in transthoracic needle biopsy of pulmonary nodules.
We believe that each aspect of the performance of TNB needs to be considered carefully. Meticulous attention to detail allows any nodule in the chest to successfully undergo biopsy. There are techniques of needle tip repositioning that can be quite helpful for obtaining diagnostic material from lung lesions, particularly small nodules. A strong working relationship with pathologists experienced in lung cytology is a vital element of any successful biopsy program. Techniques available to the pathologist allow for quick and decisive determination of the adequacy of the aspirated specimen and help guide the radiologist performing the procedure. Newer cytopathologic techniques help the pathologist make more complex diagnoses from the aspirated material. Finally, techniques used to minimize complications should be considered by the operator before the performance of the biopsy.